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Considering that Puritan 

women were not      

encouraged to improve 

their minds or express 

their ideas, Anne     

Bradstreet took great 

risks to write her poetry. 

She is known as the first     

notable American poet.  

If ever two were one, then surely we.  
 

If ever man were loved by wife, then thee.  
 

If ever wife was happy in a man,  
 

Compare with me, ye women, if you can.  
 

I prize thy love more than whole mines of gold,  
 

Or all the riches that the East doth hold.  
 

My love is such that rivers cannot quench,  
 

Nor ought but love from thee give recompense.  
 

Thy love is such I can no way repay;  
 

The heavens reward thee manifold, I pray.  
 

Then while we live, in love let’s so persevere 
 

That when we live no more, we may live ever.  
 

Fair is the white star of twilight,  

 and the sky clearer at the day's end;  

 But she is fairer, and she is dearer.  

 She, my heart's friend! 

 Far stars and fair in the skies bending,  

 Low stars of hearth fires and wood smoke ascending,  

 The meadow-lark's nested,  

 The night hawk is winging;  

 Home through the star-shine the hunter comes singing. 

 Fair is the white star of twilight,  

 And the moon roving  

 To the sky's end;  

 But she is fairer, better worth loving,  

 She, my heart's friend. 

   

The Shoshone Love Song:  
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1. Obviously the speakers of both poems love their significant others 

more than anything else in the world. However, judging by what they 

are comparing them to, what other things do the authors think of as 

valuable?  

Bradstreet:  

 

Shoshone Native Americans:  

 

Insight about culture or time period found with this comparison: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Bradstreet uses a hyperbole to describe her love. Write this line here:  

 

 

3. Think of someone or something that you love—really, really love.  Us-

ing a comparison style in the same fashion as Bradstreet and the Shosho-

nes and at least one hyperbole, write a poem about the person or thing 

you love. It can be funny or serious.  
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